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and reconstruction plan with substan-
tial funding. Too often when a disaster 
leaves the headlines and the top of the 
news broadcasts, we forget that the 
work has only just begun and the vic-
tims and their families need to know 
that we are with them for the long 
haul. 

Indeed, this is an important oppor-
tunity to show the world the best of 
America and the American people. 

Americans have already donated 
more than $100 million through non-
governmental organizations to support 
relief efforts and thousands more stand 
ready to volunteer their time, energy, 
and skills. 

And I am confident that President 
George H.W. Bush and President Bill 
Clinton will do an excellent job in lead-
ing a nationwide charitable fundraising 
effort to sustain awareness about the 
disaster and raise additional assist-
ance. 

We are a generous, giving, and caring 
people and through our actions we will 
earn the world’s respect and admira-
tion. We will show the victims and 
their families that America is always 
ready to help a neighbor and a friend in 
need. 

I am pleased the resolution was 
passed by Unanimous Consent. 
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JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

Mr. DURBIN. On Tuesday of this 
week, the majority leader came to the 
Senate floor and talked about judicial 
nominations. He said he was planning 
to have a vote next month on one of 
President Bush’s judicial nominees. He 
didn’t say which nominee he had in 
mind, but he gave a clear signal that it 
would be someone controversial. He 
warned that if Senate Democrats pre-
vent the nominee from receiving an 
‘‘up or down’’ vote, then he would try 
and change the rules and traditions of 
the U.S. Senate. 

I am sorry to see that the majority 
leader chose to sound such a partisan 
note on a famously bipartisan day—the 
first day of the new Congress. On such 
a day, we swear in our new colleagues 
and strive for a fresh start. 

I do not believe this is the time or 
the place to engage on this issue. There 
are too many other, more urgent prob-
lems facing this world and this Nation. 

But it is important to address a few 
statements made by the majority lead-
er that I believe are in error. 

First, he stated that ‘‘the Senate 
failed to perform in an essential con-
stitutional duty’’ last Congress when 
we blocked ten judicial nominees. He 
said that the Senate ‘‘failed to offer ad-
vice and consent to the President’’ and 
indicated this was an unconstitutional 
action on the part of Senate Demo-
crats. 

I do not believe that the Senate acted 
unconstitutionally. The Constitution 
requires advice and consent—it does 
not require us to be a rubberstamp. I 
could just as easily assert that Presi-
dent Bush acted unconstitutionally by 

not soliciting the advice of Senate 
Democrats before nominating most of 
his nominees. After all, Article II, Sec-
tion 2 of the Constitution requires the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

There is no constitutional right for 
any President to have 100 percent of his 
judicial nominees confirmed. During 
President Bush’s first term, the Senate 
confirmed 204 judicial nominees. Presi-
dent Bush had more judicial nominees 
confirmed in his first term than the 
previous three presidents had in theirs. 

A second error made by the majority 
leader was his statement that ‘‘these 
filibusters were unprecedented.’’ Fili-
busters of judicial nominees are hardly 
unprecedented. The majority leader 
voted to filibuster some of President 
Clinton’s nominees in the 1990s. 

But the facts show that President 
Bush’s judicial nominees have received 
far better treatment than President 
Clinton’s. At least 61 of President Clin-
ton’s judicial nominees—representing 
20 percent of his selections—were de-
nied an ‘‘up or down’’ vote on the Sen-
ate floor. In fact, they were denied an 
‘‘up or down’’ vote in the Judiciary 
Committee. The majority leader did 
not mention this critical statistic 
when he spoke on Tuesday. 

I also take issue with his statement 
that ‘‘I seek cooperation not confronta-
tion.’’ If he truly meant that, he would 
not threaten to change the Senate 
rules and traditions next month. If he 
truly meant it, he would have urged 
the White House not to re-nominate 
those nominees who were rejected by 
the Senate last Congress. If he truly 
meant it, he would have done what 
Senator HARRY REID did last month 
and send a letter to the White House 
urging the President to engage in bi-
partisan collaboration in the selection 
of Federal judges. 

Finally, I wish to note the majority 
leader’s surprising rejection of the 
longstanding tradition of the Senate as 
a continuous body. In his statement, he 
said that ‘‘I do not acquiesce to car-
rying over all the rules from the last 
Congress’’ and he specifically named 
Rule 22 as the rule he objected to. This 
is the rule that permits 41 Members of 
the Senate to prevent a vote on any 
measure, motion, or other matter 
pending before the Senate. 

All of us who have served in the 
House and the Senate know that one of 
the most basic differences between our 
chamber and the House is that the Sen-
ate is a continuing body and the House 
is not. In other words, the Senate does 
not have to reorganize itself each new 
Congress by adopting new rules and 
electing new leaders. The House, on the 
other hand, must do so. 

It is my hope that the 109th Congress 
can operate with more bipartisanship 
and less acrimony than the previous 
Congress on the issue of judicial nomi-
nations. But if my colleagues across 
the aisle try and change generations of 
Senate rules and traditions, it will not 
be good for this body, and it will not be 
good for the American people. 

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN BOB 
T. MATSUI 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
offer a few words about the passing of 
Bob Matsui, one of California’s great 
political leaders. 

Bob was one of those people who you 
always thought would be there. His 
death has come as a great shock and 
surprise to many. 

I extend my deep sorrow to Doris, 
Brian, and the rest of the Matsui fam-
ily. You are in my thoughts and pray-
ers. 

Throughout his career his wonderful 
wife Doris has been by his side. One of 
the things I remember most about the 
two of them is the wonderful smile she 
always had whenever they walked into 
a room together. They truly were a 
fine couple. 

I would also like to offer my sym-
pathy to everyone in the Sacramento 
area—you were so well served by this 
wonderful man. He has done a fantastic 
job representing you in Washington for 
the last 26 years and before that on the 
Sacramento City Council. 

I have known Bob Matsui for a long 
time. I will remember him as a great 
human being, as a trusted colleague, as 
a fine public servant, and someone in 
whom I was very proud to place friend-
ship, respect, and collegiality. 

Bob was a superb public servant. He 
was a thoughtful, constructive leader 
who brought people together to find so-
lutions for public policy issues. He was 
a reasoned voice; he was a dependable 
voice. 

When we faced a problem related to 
the Folsom Dam, Bob was one of the 
most constructive figures in getting 
that very divided issue settled. 

Bob was also a good thinker and a 
strong thinker. People knew that when 
Bob Matsui said something that it was 
steeped in practicality. He was well re-
spected and influential among his col-
leagues. 

If Bob told me something was true, I 
knew it was true and not some vari-
ation of the facts. This is an important 
quality in someone who represents oth-
ers because it gives them credibility 
among their colleagues. Bob Matsui 
had that credibility. 

We have all heard the story of Bob’s 
family and their internment at the 
Tule Lake Camp in 1942. I think this 
probably had a very sobering impact on 
his life. 

I think he knew what could happen 
in situations of stress and military 
conflict. I think it presented a chal-
lenge to him as a young man growing 
up. He clearly overcame that challenge 
and I think it probably had an impact 
in his knowing what he wanted to do 
with his life, and that was public serv-
ice. 

One of Bob’s most significant leg-
acies will be the work he did to help 
the government make amends with the 
Japanese Americans who were interned 
during World War II. 

As a member of Congress, Bob was 
successful in passing legislation that 
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